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PROSPECTING SAFETY CAMPAIGN 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [9.07 am]: Yesterday I launched a 
new safety campaign for prospectors. Prospecting is a popular pastime that attracts many to Western Australia in 
search of the state’s precious metals. Access to four-wheel drives and metal detector technology have resulted in 
an increase in the number of people visiting regional Western Australia in search of gold. More than 3 000 
miner’s rights have been issued annually since 2009, which highlights the level of interest in prospecting in 
Western Australia. Unfortunately, this increased interest has also led to a number of people getting lost in remote 
areas of the state. Among them was experienced bushman and prospector 78-year-old Peter O’Shaughnessy, who 
became lost in the goldfields in May this year. 

The Department of Mines and Petroleum has always promoted safety precautions—or golden rules—such as 
carrying sufficient fuel, water, first aid supplies and maps. However, this year the golden rules have been 
updated to include a new message encouraging individuals to carry a personal locator beacon at all times when 
travelling remotely in Western Australia’s outback. Although Mr O’Shaughnessy had a personal locator beacon, 
he left it in his four-wheel drive thinking he would be walking only a short distance. However, cloudy conditions 
meant that he lost his bearings and became separated from his friend, who reported him missing. Fortunately, he 
was found the following day, although he was dehydrated and slightly delirious. Yesterday he used his 
experience to help the department highlight how easily things can go wrong and how important it is to carry a 
personal locator beacon. Personal locator beacon devices are easily carried and use satellite technology to alert 
emergency services of people’s location should they become lost or stranded. Taking advantage of this 
technology can save time and resources in the event that something goes wrong. Most importantly, it can save 
lives. 

The campaign I launched yesterday promotes the carrying of a personal locator beacon as being just as important 
as the basic requirement of holding a miner’s right under the state’s mining legislation. The Department of 
Mines and Petroleum actively promotes responsible prospecting. 

Dr A.D. Buti interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale, this is not the time to be shouting out. I call you to order for the first 
time. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: Before individuals undertake prospecting, the department emphasises that they consider 
the rights of others, including pastoralists, native title holders and mining tenement holders; the protection of 
important sites, including Aboriginal heritage sites; their environmental obligations, so that they have as little 
impact as possible on the environment, including removing rubbish to leave the area clean and tidy; and, being 
responsible for their own wellbeing and ensuring that they are properly equipped before venturing into the 
outback. These messages are included in the guide to prospecting, “Prospecting in Western Australia: Your 
rights and obligations when prospecting”, which has been produced by DMP and is issued with prospecting 
licences. Details of the golden rules are available from the Department of Mines and Petroleum and can be 
accessed through the department’s website.  
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